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Overview

ratgdo is a WiFi control board for your garage door opener that works over your local network. No

subscriptions required.

ratgdo connects to your door opener with three simple wires and works with virtually any residential
Chamberlain or Liftmaster manufactured garage door opener and also offers basic support for other brands

which use dry contacts to control the door.

It can control the door and report back the actual status of the door (closed, opening, open, closing). For
Security + 2.0 door openers, the obstruction sensors, light, wireless lockout and even motion sensing are also

integrated.

As a local based integration if there is internet disruptions you will still have control / feedback over your

garage door through Control4.
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Features
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IP Control
Light Proxy for Garage Door Light
Auto install / Binding of official Control4 proxies for Garage Door, Motion Sensor, IR Beam and Lock
drivers.
Support for 'Relay Garage Door Controller (0S2.9+)" driver for fully open, open, closed states.
Support for UL 325 safety standard compliance
» Adjustable pre-movement event timer
» Fires event before movement for custom programming
» Automatically flashes light before movement
» Automatically fires announcement before movement
Control
* Garage Door Open
» Garage Door Close
» Garage Door Position
» Garage Door Stop
* Light On
» Light Off
» Light Toggle
*  Wireless Remote Lock
*  Wireless Remote Unlock
*  Wireless Remote Toggle
Feedback
* Garage Door Open
* Garage Door Opening
» Garage Door Close
* Garage Door Closing
» Motion Sensing (if wall control panel has motion detector built in)
» Obstruction (if Obstruction Detector IR/PE Beams installed)
e Light State
*  Wireless Remote Lock State
Automatic Push and Email Notifications On
* Garage Door Open
» Garage Door Close
» Garage Door Still Open (variable time defined in driver properties)
Button Bindings
» Garage Door Toggle
* Garage Door Open
» Garage Door Close
* Garage Light Toggle
» Garage Light On



* Garage Light Off

» Remote Control Lock Toggle
* Remote Control Lock

* Remote Control Unlock
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Hardware and Firmware Setup

1. Before connecting the ratgdo to your garage door motor you will need to flash the unit with the
ESPHome firmware via the instructions in the link below.

ratgdo ESPHome firmware

2. Once the unit is flashed please reserve the IP address of ratgdo on your network.
3. After flashing the unit you can connect it to your garage door motor.

ratgdo Wiring Instructions

Setup Driver

Requirements

¢ Control4 OS 3.3.2 is the minimum required. Earlier Control4 OS Versions are not officially supported.
Please make sure you follow the Hardware and Firmware Setup steps onlined above before proceeding
IMPORTANT - Perform Licencing Steps as outlined first

Click on System Design

Click on the Search tab on the right hand side

Select Local filter only (disable online and certified). This will make it easier to find the correct driver.
Type in ratgdo

Double click on the ratgdo driver to add it to your project

Highlight the 'Garage Door' driver (this one with the light icon)

Type in the IP address of ratgdo (note you must have ratgdo on a reserved IP address)

© No kDR

If you wish to setup automatic push and email notifications set 'Automatic Notifications (4Sight

Required)' to On

9. Enter in the Email address you wish to send an email to when the events trigger.

10.1f you are in a region that requires UL 325 compliance then ensure the Pre-movement Warning
property is set to 'Enabled’ This will fire the 'Pre-movement Warning' event, flash the built in light and
execute an announcement if enabled. If the door is closed and is opening it will ignore this. WIll only
execute if the door is partially or fully open.

11.The 'Warning Time (Seconds)' is the amount of time it should wait before the garage door will send a
movement command.

12.If you have speakers setup in proximity and wish to use the speakers to comply with UL 325 for an
audible alert set 'Warning Announcement to true

13.The 'Select Warning Announcement' will automatically populate with all the announcements
programmed into the Control4 system. Select the announcement you wish to execute.

14.1f you wish to be notified on close set 'Notify on Close' to 'Email Only', 'Push Only' or 'Both’.

15.1f you wish to be notified on close set 'Notify on Open' to 'Email Only', 'Push Only' or '‘Both'.
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https://paulwieland.github.io/ratgdo/03_wiring.html
http://ratgdo.github.io/esphome-ratgdo/

16.If you wish to be notified on close set 'Notify on Left Open' to 'Email Only', 'Push Only' or 'Both'.

17.Adjust the Left Open time to desired time. This will trigger the 'Notify on Left Open' email and push
notifications as well as the 'Left Open' event.

18.1f your garage door opener does not have discrete commands then set 'Use Discrete Commands' to
'False’. This can be tested on the ratgdo web interface.

19.Click on Connections

20.Highlight the 'Garage Door' driver (this one with the light icon)

21.Bind keypad bindings to desired Control4 compatible keypads.

22.Refresh Navigator.

Note: The driver will install Motion Sensor and IR Beam drivers. These are optional extras that require
additional hardware (Motion Sensors are built into certain control panels - eg 889LM).

If you do not have these hardware it is recommended you delete these two drivers. You can manually add
them back in and bind them should you add in the hardware at a later stage.

Additional optional setup

This driver also supports the official Conrol4 'Relay Garage Door Controller (0S2.9+)' driver. You can use this
in parralel with the default garage door (sensor) driver or as replace for the driver.

You will have to manually install the driver and manually bind the 'Open-Close, 'Closed Contact, 'Opened
Contact' of the 'Relay Garage Door Controller (0S2.9+)' driver to the ratgdo driver's 'Garage Door Control!,
'Garage Door Fully Closed Feedback' and 'Garage Door Fully Open Feedback' bindings.

Optional programming

* The driver also supports opening of the garage door to a specific position. This is useful if the
customer wishes to crack open the garage door a bit for certain purposes. This can be achieved in the
driver's programming tab.

* The driver has discrete open and close commands for supported garage door openers. This is only
accessible through the driver's programming tab under the 'OPEN GARAGE DOOR' and 'CLOSE
GARAGE DOOR' commands. Please test out the open and close commands on the ratgdo web
interface first to ensure compatibliity.

¢ The driver provides left open events. This can be used for warning the home owner if they have
accidentally left the garage door open. Note that you can program email and push notifications via
the driver's properties tab. For custom programming (like audio announcements) please use the
event.

e The driver provides motion and ir beam feedback for programming use.
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FAQ

What are the Requirements for this driver?
» Control4 OS 3.3.2
¢ Control4 HC-XXX Series controllers are not supported

How do i comply with UL 325?

This driver provides a few features to enable you to comply with UL 325.

« Adjustable pre-movement event timer

* Fires event before movement for custom programming
¢ Automatically flashes light before movement

* Automatically fires announcement before movement

Why is this product so exciting?
ratgdo is a WiFi control board for your garage door opener that works over your local network. No
subscriptions required.

ratgdo connects to your door opener with three simple wires and works with virtually any residential
Chamberlain or Liftmaster manufactured garage door opener and also offers basic support for other brands
which use dry contacts to control the door.

It can control the door and report back the actual status of the door (closed, opening, open, closing). For
Security + 2.0 door openers, the obstruction sensors, light, wireless lockout and even motion sensing are also
integrated.

As a local based integration if there is internet disruptions you will still have control / feedback over your
garage door through Control4.

What garage doors will this work on?

Any residential door opener made in the last 25+ years by Chamberlain/Liftmaster should work. If your
opener is mounted over head and has a yellow learn button, it is supported by ratgdo hardware v2.0 or
greater. If your opener is a wall mounted jackshaft opener or has a red, purple or orange learn button, it is
supported by ratgdo hardware v2.5 or greater. Some red button openers do not support digital
communication and must use the dry contact control protocol.

ratgdo fag page

You can also use ratgdo for any garage door with dry contact control. Note that you will need to wire reed
switches for state feedback. See diagram for wiring instructions. A version of the driver for dry contact
control is also available.
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https://ratgdo.github.io/esphome-ratgdo/wiring_diagrams/dry_contact_diagram.png
https://ratcloud.llc/pages/frequently-asked-questions

How does the motion sensors and obstruction sensors work?

¢ Motion detection requires a wall control panel with a built in motion detector such as the 889LM.

e Obstruction Status requires Obstruction Detection Beams be installed. This can be purchased from
the garage door manufacturer.

» The ratgdo driver will automatically install the motion sensor portion and obstruction portions. If
these are not available on your product configuration then please delete the motion sensor driver or
irbeam driver from your project.

What is the remote control lock?

This feature allows you to disable the RF remote control from controlling the garage door. This is useful if the
car is parked outdoors or if it is loaned out to someone whom the homeowner does not want to give access
to the garage to.

Help i cannot use my garage door RF remote anymore.

You have locked the remote control. Unlock it via the driver or via the ratgdo web server.

How do i install ratgdo hardware?

Please see link below instructions. Take note that you need to pre-install the ESPHome firmware as per
instructions below.

¢ ratgdo ESPHome firmware

¢ ratgdo Wiring Instructions

How does the Control4 driver talk to ratgdo?

The driver will communicate to ratgdo via IP. Please ensure that the ratgdo is put on a static or reserved ip
address.

Do i need to install reed switches for garage door position feedback?

For security + 2.0 and Security + 1.0 products ratgdo provides full two way feedback on the motor position.
As such we know at any time if it is fully open, partially open or fully closed. As such no reed switches are
required.

If you are using ratgdo using dry contact control then you will need to wire in 1 or 2 reed switches for fully
open and close feedback.

Where can i purchase ratgdo?
This driver is designed to work with ratgdo with the ESPHome firmware installed. You can order the
hardware from the following website
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https://ratcloud.llc/pages/installation
https://ratcloud.llc/pages/installation

« ratgdo website
e ratgdo ESPHome firmware

Do you offer any other cool drivers?

Control4 is a major part of our business. We develop new drivers all the time. You can see all of our drivers
on our website (https:/chowmain.software). Sign up to our newsletter to get notified when new drivers are

released.

| want to try this driver out before buying it?
* All Chowmain drivers for Control4 come with a 90 day trial.
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https://ratcloud.llc/pages/installation
https://ratcloud.llc/

Developer Information

chouwmainsoFft

Copyright © 2026 Chowmain Ltd. https:/www.chowmainsoft.com

All information contained herein is, and remains the property of Chowmain Ltd and its suppliers, if any. The
intellectual and technical concepts contained herein are proprietary to Chowmain Ltd and its suppliers and
may be covered by U.S. and Foreign Patents, patents in process, and are protected by trade secret or
copyright law. Dissemination of this information or reproduction of this material is strictly forbidden unless
prior written permission is obtained from Chowmain Ltd.

Information stated in this document is current as of January 2026 and may change. For latest information
please visit https:/www.chowmainsoft.com
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https://www.chowmainsoft.com/
https://www.chowmainsoft.com/

Support

Ticket / Live Chat Support
We provide ticket based support and live chat support for those who can't contact us via phone. Click the
button below to visit our online helpdesk.

Support Centre Hours of Operation URL

Australia/ New Zealand / Monday - Friday - See website for https://chowmain.software/for-integrators/
United Kingdom hours of operation technical-support

Phone Support

Region Hours of Operation Phone Number

Australia Monday - Friday - See website for hours of operation [+61 39028 6999](tel:+61 3 9028 6999)

UnitedKingdom Monday - Friday - See website for hours of operation  [+44 29 2000 5551](tel:+44 29 2000 5551)
United States Monday - Friday - See website for hours of operation  [+1 206 944 5444](tel:+1 206 944 5444)
Driver Documentation

All of our drivers come with detailed instructions on how to install and configure the driver for use in

different projects. Please refer to the documentation included with the driver you downloaded, or contact us
if you are unable to locate the documentation for your driver.

Page 13


https://chowmain.software/contact-us
https://chowmain.software/for-integrators/technical-support
https://chowmain.software/for-integrators/technical-support

Change Log

Version 20260310 - 10-MAR-2026
* Added support for ESPHome 2026.7.0 deprecation of old endpoints. The driver will send both old
and new ensuring that it will work on one or the other.

Version 20250731 - 31-JUL-2025

* Improve Licencing (All)

*  Minor Improvements (All)

* Improve Support for some models, including ratgdov2.5i which sends data in a slightly different
format

Version 20250623 - 23-JUN-2025

* Improvements to 'Relay Garage Door Controller (0S2.9+)' bindings. if garage door position value is
not accurately fed back it will resort to garage door state feedback (open / close).

Version 20250407 - 07-APR-2025

* Improve reconnection handling (RatGDO)
* Improve Backend Logging (RatGDO)

Version 20241113 - 13-NOV-2024

» Fixed typo in Garage Door Remote name

Version 20240806 - 06-AUG-2024

e Support for Chowmain Licencing
e Improved Troubleshooting
¢ Performance Improvements

Version 20240619 - 19-JUN-2024

» Fixed issue with dry contact driver effecting 'Relay Garage Door Controller (0S2.9+)" driver

Version 20240612 - 12-JUN-2024

* Added seperate driver for ratgdo dry contact firmware. This will work with openers that have push
button / dry contact control. Note this requires at minimum 1 physical reed switch for closed state
feedback. Has provision for optional fully open reed switch and obstruciton / ir beam.
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Version 20240320 - 20-MAR-2024
¢ Added functionality to comply with UL 325 safety standard compliance
* Adjustable pre-movement event timer
* Fires event before movement for custom programming
* Automatically flashes light before movement
¢ Automatically fires announcement before movement

Version 20240221 - 21-FEB-2024

e Implemented protobuf ping / pongs.

¢ Implemented discrete open and discrete close commands. Note not all door openers support
discretes. Please test discretes out on ratgdo esphome web interface first. Only effects programming
from ratgdo driver (the light proxy driver). Not garage door (sensor) driver as that sends toggle based
on state.

¢ Implemented method to open garage door to a specific position

Version 20240212 - 12-FEB-2024

* Added automatic email and push notifications for close, open and left open.

Version 20240111 -11-JAN-2024

¢ Added full open contact for the garage door. This is to add compatibility with the Control4 'Relay
Garge Door Controller (0S2.0+)' driver

Version 20240110 - 10-JAN-2024

¢ Added a poll in to get state periodically. This is on top of the live event stream.

Version 20240109 - 9-JAN-2024

e Improvements to communications on initialisation.

Version 20240108 - 8-JAN-2024

¢ |nitial release
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